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Dear Colleagues, 
This edition of the VIII National Congress of the Italian Society for Cleft Lip and Palate and Craniofacial Malformation Study and 
Treatment will be signi"cantly di#erent. It was decided to give an international outlook to the convention because the treatment 
of Craniofacial diseases, although di#erent protocols are used in di#erent countries, has nonetheless reached considerable results in 
quality and accessibility of treatment.
The international speakers who have been invited will contribute to further enhance the level of a considerably high pro"le scienti"c debate.
Our panel of speakers have been asked to present their topics in a user friendly and e#ective manner in order to facilitate the 
comparisons between protocols and techniques. This aims to provide even the younger surgeons, who are new to approach this 
highly specialized discipline, with the chance to both understand the philosophy and rationale behind di#erent diagnostic treatments, 
and appreciate the quality of the results.
Free sessions, in line with the scienti"c spirit that pervades the convention will be dedicated to doctors who have been exposed to 
craniofacial malformations and who would like to compare their experiences, even on single cases, with colleagues, with the belief 
that such comparison will o#er new ideas and motivation to increase knowledge in the "eld.
The "rst part of the congress is dedicated to training of craniofacial malformations’ specialists. EPLS (European Pediatric Life Support) 
courses for surgeons, dentists and nurses are supported by Operation Smile. These courses will provide basic information for those 
doctors and nurses who intend to develop experience and learn about voluntary work in the "eld.
Furthermore, the Fondazione Operation Smile Italia Onlus, on the occasion of the Congress will organize one full morning Symposium 
devoted to worldwide humanitarian organizations treating children su#ering from craniofacial malformations, this meeting will be under 
the auspices of the Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies, and will take place in Palazzo Montecitorio, on 22nd September, 2011.
The o!cial inauguration of the VIII SILPS National Congress will take place at 17:00 on 22nd September, at the Dentistry and Craniofacial 
Sciences Department of  “Sapienza” University of Rome, that will host the entire scienti"c work on 23rd and 24th September, 2011.
The SILPS Board of Directors has agreed to hold the Congress to honor the memory of Dr. Renzo Giuliani, a source of inspiration 
for generations of colleagues. Dr. Giuliani was not only an example of professional competence and discipline, but he also 
transmitted an incredible humanitarian spirit that accompanied him till the very end of his life, which he dedicated to the poor, 
the weak and the forgotten people.
We are all hoping to welcome you in Rome!

Domenico Scopelliti, MD
President of the Congress
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